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PS ALM CXXIV. 


Fit had not been the LoR D, who was on our 
fide, now may Iſrael ſay : if it had not been 
the LoRD, who was on our fide, when man 
roſe up againſt us: then they had ſwallowed 
us up quick, when their wrath was kindled 
againſt us : then the waters bad overwhelmed 
us, the ſtream had gone over aur ſoul ; then 
the proud waters had gone over our ſoul. 
Bleſſed be the Lok D, who hath not given us 
as 4 prey to their teeth. Our ſoul is eſcaped 
as a bird out of the ſnare of the fowlers 
the ſnare 1s broken, and we are eſcaped. Our 
help is in the name of the LoRD, who made 
heaven and earth. 


H title of this Plalm informs 
us, that king David pen'd it; 
% the occaſion is not ſpecified. It 
Nis plain, that ſome remarkable 
»®* deliverance of the king and his 


people out of the hands of cruel and enraged 
A 2 enemies 
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4 Mational deliverances 
enemies gave birth to it: but whether it was 
after he had ined a conſiderable victory over 
the Philiſtines; or when his forces had over- 
come the Ammonites; or upon his deliverance 
from the hands of Saul; or when the un- 
natural rebellion of his fon Ahſalom was quite 
ſuppreſſed ; 1s altogether uncertain, and indeed 
not neceſſary to be known. It is a carmen 
gratulatorium, or ſong of joy and praiſe; 
wherein the pious king expreſſes his own 
grateful ſenſe of obligation to Gop, for ſome 
ſignal appearance of providence in his fayour ; 
and, as a ming father of his people, would 
lead them to the ſame religious ſentiments, 
and, with him, to aſcribe the glory of their 
preſent ſalvation to the influence and help of 
60. — The ſtyle of this Pſalm is ſublime; 
the thoughts devotional ; and I apprehend a 
ſerious meditation upon it will put us into a 
proper frame of ſpirit, and help us, in a reli- 
gious manner, to review thoſe publick and 
national bleſſings, which THIS DAY reminds 
us of; and which ſhould never be forgot. 
The portion of ſcripture, which I have 
now read, ſuggeſts theſe four principal re- 
marks, well worthy our ſerious conſideration, 


and very ſuitable to the preſent ſeaſon. 


1. That a nation, or people, very dear to 
Gor, may ſometimes be reduced to the 
utmoſt extremity by their enemies, be- 
fore ſalvation comes. 

II. When 


acknowledged and improved. 3 
II. When ſuch a nation, or people, are de- 
livered from their enemies; their ſalva· 
tion ſhould be aſcribed to Gop, and he 
is to be regarded as the author of it. 
III. In conſequence of this it follows, that 
a nation, or people, ſo delivered ought 
to bleſs GOD. And 
IV. Every ſuch deliverance ſhould be' im- 
proved as an argument for future truſt 
in Gop ; ſo that in any after-dangers 
ſuch a people ſhould conſider their help 
as lying in the name of the Lox D; and 
ſhould be a and ſupported 
hereby. 


I ſhall enlarge a little on each of theſe 
doctrinal propoſitions, and then cloſe with a 


practical application. 


I. A nation, or people, very dear to Gop, 
may ſometimes, by their enemies, be 
reduced to the utmoſt extremity, before 
ſalvation comes. 


The propoſition is true in the caſe of par- 
ticular perſons, ſuch as are the ſpecial favou- 
rites of heaven, Many of the beſt of God's 
ſervants have, by the cruelties of their impla- 
cable enemies, (as well as by calamities in the 
common courſe of things) been born down 
to the loweſt degree of diſtreſs ; before their 
heavenly father has ſeen fit to interpoſe in 

their 
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their favour, and command deliverance for 
them. They have fat in darkneſs, and ſeen 
no light; all has been gloomy and melancholy 
round about them ; their circumſtances have 
appeared both to themſelves and others paſt 
retrieve and deſperate ; before Gop has pleaded 
their cauſe, and brought them forth to light *. 
But we are to conſider the propoſition with 
reſpect to nations, or collective bodies of peo- 
ple ; and in this it will appear equally true. 
The [raelites were a nation, for whom the 
bleſſed Gop had a diſtinguiſhing favour ; they 
were his peculiar people; his, in a higher 
ſenſe, than any other people on the earth : 
but how often were they involved in almoſt 
utter ruin, ſunk to the very pit of deſtruction, 
before their Gop came to fave them ! Read 
the hiſtory of that nation, and you will find 
the propoſition frequently verified in their 
caſe —What dreadful oppreſſion did they 
groan under in Egypt *!—— What hazardous 
circumſtances were they brought into, when 
Pharaoh and his hoſts purſued them. upon 
their departing from his country? inevitable 
deſtruction ſeemed to await them; the red 
ſea before ; the Egyptian army behind ; and 
no viſible way of eſcaping, nor any proſpect 
of ſafety, ——ln the forty years paſſage thro' 
the wilderneſs, their difficulties were great, 
and at times almoſt inſupportable : inſomuch 
that they prefer their former bondage, and 


Mic. vii. 9. 


repreſent 
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repreſent their condition in Egypt, as better 
than what it was in the defart ——When 
they were entering upon the poſſeſſion of the 
promiſed land, tho' in their engagements 
with the nations, whom they were to drive 
out, they generally, under the banner of the 
Lok p, had ſucceſs beyond expectation ; yet 
they were ſometimes miſerably galled and 
diſtreſſed by their enemies ; and were brought 
into ſo low and melancholy a condition, that 
they repented their having left Egypt, and 
ſeemed many of them diſpoſed to return 

thither * Nay Jeſbua himſelf is ſo diſcour- 


aged at one time, that he complains nd ſays, 


would to GOD we had been content an elt 
on the other fide Jordan b. — And in 


er- 


ages, thro' the times of the Judges and 


the Kings, they were frequently upon the 
very brink of ruin, —Such was their caſe, 
which David refers to in this Pſalm ; as may 
be gathered from the metaphors and figures, 
by which he repreſents their diſtreſs. The 
images are very ſtrong, and ſpeak their danger 


to be extreme. Their proud and imperious 


enemies, heated with rage and malice, were 
actually riſen againſt them; and had fo far 
proceeded, as that there was but a ſtep be- 
twixt them and utter ruin, Like a mighty 
torrent, their enemies were bearing them 
down to deſtruction ; and in the violence of 
their wrath, had feallaved them up quick, if 
2 Numb. xiv. 4 ® Joſh. vii, 7. 
Gop 
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8 Warional deliverances© 

Gop had not ſaved them. In the Hebrew it 
is, had devoured us alive; as a wild beaſt at 
once chops up its prey; or as the whale ſwal- 
lowed up Fonahb*; or as the ſea ſwallowed up 
Pharaoh and his hoſts*; or as the earth open'd 
and fwallowed up Korab and his wicked com- 
panions, who went down alive into the fit ©, 
is plain, their danger was imminent and 
great. Nor is this the only time that the 
Maelites were reduced to great extremities; 
the ſacred records will furniſh ſeveral inſtan- 
ces both in David's time, as well as in the 
reigns of thoſe who ſucceeded him. 
Nor is this ſingular to the Few nation. 
The hiſtories of other people will ſupply fimi- 
hr inſtances; where Gop has permitted ene- 
mies to prevail very far againſt thoſe, whom 
he deſigned to deliver, and in his own time 
did actually ſave. | | 
How many paſſages of this nature will the 
hiſtory of our own nation produce! How 
often have we been ſnatched as a firebrand out 
of the burning! recovered from the very brink 
of ruin! and ſurprized into ſafety unforeſeen 
and unexpected! When our enemies have 
come upon us to eat up our fleſh, as the Plalmiſt 
expreſſes it, were fully determined upon our 
utter deſtruction, how often has divine provi- 
- Jonah i. 17, b Exod. xiv. 2 5 3 
&c. * Ub Aman ba, Petit alias feras 


uno rictu deglutiunt. Cartwright, Bellua & 2 apud 
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dence baffled their projects, and they have 
ſtumbled and fell*. Perhaps no one nation 
under heaven ever had more ſignal appear- 
ances of God in its favour, than our own, 
In this reſpect we have almoſt rival'd the 
2 the peculiar people of Gop ; I with 

t might appear, that we have not equal d 
them in another reſpect; I mean, in mur- 
muring complaints, and in baſe ingratitude 
both to Gop and man. 

If it be here enquired, why the bleſſed 
Gop, who can at any time command ſalva- 
tion for a people, does frequently permit 
matters to proceed almoſt to the laſt extre- 
mity, before he appears for them ? it = 
ſuffice for anſwer, that very valuable e 
are hereby ſubſerved, and the divine conduct 
is diſcovered to be both good and wile. | 

The enemies of Go 55 and of his people, 
are inclined to aſcribe this delay to a defect 
of wiſdom, or a want of power in Gop; as 
if Gop either did not fee the diſtreſs of his 
people, or could not help them : hereupon 

ſcoffing inſult they fay, where is now 
your God? but in the iſſue they find their 
miſtake; when God ariſes to 3 his peo- 
ple's cauſe, he will appear for their joy, and 
to the ſhame and confuſion of their enemies. 

Some probable reaſons of this PE. may 
be ſuch as theſe, vx. 


» Plal, ü. 2. th i. . 
B Gop 
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Soy ſometimes acts thus, for the correction 
of a people, and to purge away their fins; to 
make them ſenſible of their fin and folly in 
treating him in an unbecoming manner. 
National fins are thus puniſhed and corrected, 

Gop hereby tries his own people, and puts 
them upon the exerciſe of their graces, and 
brings them to a more careful and conſtant 
performance of their duties, Their pa- 
tience and ſubmiſſion, their love and affettion, 
their /aith and truſt in Gop are hereby put 
upon the trial. They are thus taught the 
leſſon of humility; they fee what helpleſs 
creatures they are, how unable to protect or 
deliver themſelves ; and hence they are con- 
vincingly inſtructed, that their abſolute depen- 
dance is upon Gop, and their heh only in him, 
his quickens and excites them to ſeri- 
ous and fervent frayer. A time of danger is 
a time of prayer. The mariners with Jonab 
in the ſtorm being afraid, cried every man 
unto his GOD. In their affliction, ſays Gop 
concerning the J/rae/iies, they will ſceł me 
early”, All men, even ſuch as ſhow no re- 
gard to Gop at other times, will ſeek his 
help, when danger is near; and the mind 
is then tender and more ſuſceptive of ſerious 
impreſſions: And thus in ſome meaſure and 
at ſome times a national reformation may be 
brought about. Once more, 


Jonah i. 5. b Hoſ. v. 15. 
| Gop 


* 
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Gon hereby more illuſtriouſly diſplays his 
own ferfections, and ſecures the credit and 
glory of their ſalvation to himſelf, The 


divine /dom by this means ſhines more 


bright; as it now appears able to turn the 
counſels of the wiſeſt men into folly, and to 
baffle their moſt ſubtle projects, even when 
they are ripe for execution. Come let us deal 
wiſely *, ſaid Pharaoh and his counſellors ; let 
us ſhew our dexterity in contriving ſome new 
way to puniſh theſe faucy Muelites; let us 
double their work, and find out ſome ad- 
ditional hardſhip, whereby to bring down 
their ſpirits, which are growing infolent and 
daring. The ſcheme was formed, agreed to, 
and began to be put into execution, And 
behold the in5nitcly wite Gop at this juncture 
appears in his people's favour ; infatuates the 
counſels, and confounds the devices of theſe 
able ſtateſmen : and delivers uel out of 
bondage with the loſs of Plaraob's lite and 
his numerous army. This gives a luſtre 
alſo to the goad net of Gor. A mercy is moſt 
reliſhed and etteemed, when it is ſent in a 
ſeaſon of vaſt diſtreſs: the maze trying the 
circumſtances, the more valued is the deli- 
verance. And the almighty power of the 
divine being can never be more effectually 
demonſtrated, than in working falvation for 
any people, when all human aid fails, and 
there appears no viſible way of eſcaping the 
| a Exod, i. 10. : 
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impending and threatning deſtruction. Gop 
hereby diſcovers himſelf to have the direc- 
tion of univerſal nature; that all ſecond 
cauſes are under his controul ; that he is able 
to do what he pleaſes amongſt the inhabitants 
of the earth, as well as in the armies of hea- 
yen ; and that he can at pleaſure deliver from 
the loweſt diſtreſs and the greateſt danger, 
even when to all appearance the caſe ſeems 
deſperate, and ruin inevitable. But this brings 
me to the ſecond general head, 


II. When a nation or people are delivered 
from their enemies, their ſalvation muſt 
be aſcribed to Go, and he is to be 
regarded as the author of it. 


The Pſalmiſt in the text, in the ſtrongeſt 
manner gives the glory of Traet s late ſalva- 
tion, whatever that was, entirely to Gop; 
and teaches them to declare, that they had 
been utterly ruin'd, if Gon had not been on 
their ſide; their deſtiuction was unavoidable 
had not divine providence interpoſed. Salva- 
tion ſo entirely depends upon the great Gop, 
that he is in ſacred language tiled, the rock of 
faloation*, the horn of ſalvationb, the Gop of 
faboation®, nay ſalvation itſelf * ; beſides him 
there is no ſavpour*, and ſalvation belongeth . 


a Pfal. xcy. 1 Þ 2 Sam. xxii. 3. © Pfal. Ixviii. 20. 
? Ifa, xxxiii, 2. Ia. xliii. 11. 3 
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ta him. All theſe ſcripture phraſes are de- 
ſigned to teach us, that all our deliverances 
of every kind are owing to Gop, from whom 
only cometh ſalvation. And this will appear 
moſt certain truth, if we conſider, 

That as Gop is the ſupreme governor of 
the world, it cannot poſſibly be, that any de- 
liverance ſhould come either to particular 
perſons, or to aggregate bodies and ſocieties of 
men, except only by his permiſſion and un- 
der his direction. Gop was the origi 
creator of all things, and he reſerves to him- 
ſelf the management of them ſtill ; he ſuper- 
intends and directs all human affairs; and 
uſes univerſal nature, as he pleaſes, to ſub- 
ſerve his deſigns ; nor will he ever give the 

' reins of government out of his own hands. 
All the revolutions in kingdoms and ſtates are 
ordered by Gop, and over-ruled fo as beſt to 
anſwer the purpoſes of his own glory : and 
how accidental ſoever theſe may ſometimes 
appear to us, yet they are not to be eſteemed 
either the effects of blind chance, or the 
mere product of human wiſdom and power. 
Second cauſes cannot act without Gop, nor can 
they paſs the bounds, which he preſcribes; 
he fays unto them, as to the proud waves of 
the ja hitherto ſhall ye come, but no further ®. 

t was an odd notion, which ſome of 
the heathen philoſophers were fond of; that 
Gop was ſo much engaged in the affairs 


= Pfal, iii. 8. Job. xxxviii. 11, = 
jp of 
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of heaven, that he was either above regard- 
ing, or elſe not at leiſure to attend the con- 
cerns of this lower world. The Epicureans 
generally rejected the doctrine of providence ; 

and excluded the great creator from having 
any concern in earthly affairs ; nor did they 
allow that the divine being at all regarded 
what was here tranſacted by mortal men“. 
But ſure it cannot be reaſonably ſuppoſed, 
that Gop ſhould think it beneath him, to 
ook after any thing, which it was not be- 
neath him to make : the works of his own 
hands are ſurely a proper object of his care. 
Nor can it with more reaſon be imagined, 
that an infinite Gop, who made all things, 
and is omnipreſent, ſhould find any trouble 
in managing and directing the concerns of his 
own creatures, And it is equally abſurd to 
ſuppoſe, that ſo great and fo good a being 
ſhould confine all his regards to the heavenly 
world, and be altogether unmindful of his 
inferior creatures. Accordingly we find ample 
teſtimonies to the doctrine of providence in 
the writings of the wiſeſt and moſt conſider- 
able among the heathens. Plato fays in ex- 
preſs terms, the Gops take care of all things, 
both ſmall and great: ſo Homer the prince of 


Ego Deùm genus ſemper dixi, & dicam czlitum ; 
Sed eos non curare — quid agat humanum genus. 
| uni ut. 
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poets ſays, that Gop direcis all things; and 
that great orator Cicero has many beautiful 
ſtrokes in ſupport and vindication of Gop's 
univerſal providence and government. 
But we need not multiply heathen authorities; 
the ſacred ſcriptures moſt clearly and ſtrongly 
confirm the truth of this important doctrine 
and plainly declare, that the great Gop 
rules with an irrefiſtible ſway, and by his pro- 
vidence directs and manages all things both 
in heaven and earth. Our bleſſed Saviour in- 
forms us, that the moſt inconſiderable crea- 
ture is not beneath God's notice ; nor the 
ſmalleſt thing belonging to us diſregarded by 
him. Are not two ſparrows [two little ſpar- 
rows, or ſmall birds*] / for a farthing? 
and one of them ſhall not fall on the ground 
without your father : but the very hairs of 

head are all numberede. And if the ſmalleſt, 
and meaneſt things are thus under Gop's 
care; we may fairly conclude that changes 
and revolutions in kingdoms, upon which 


great things generally depend, never happen 


* Zeug marr tHhuns. Vid. Iliad. I. 17. I cannot 
forbear ſubjoining a paſſage out of Arifo/e, or whoever was 
the author of the book De mundo, which paſſes under his 
name, c. 6. Qomep & unt ugs, & api mixes, W 
| Xape Is Kogugaies 3 & wo de vor, ev Spdlonedo nſeuar, 
70% Jog £1 Not KC. 

d Srpubiov, paſſerculus : Vox diminitiva a E7Tpubes, paſſer. 
Magna eſt ibi emphaſis diminutivi. Græca vox etiam a- 
culas denotat. Moſchopulus ait Spule wd:)epos aavle Ta 
| 7 ray op. Animal OE, uf notifimum, vi- 

um. I. Bryg. © Mat. 1, 29, 30. 
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without his ſpecial direction. Accordingly 
we often * Gop's dominion over the 
greateſt princes and kingdoms of this world ; 
and his exerciſing a ſovereign authority in the 
diſpoſing of them. The moſt potent and 
magnificent earthly king owes his crown to 
God's providence, and wears it only during 
the divine pleaſure. Gop is the abſolute 
monarch, and the king of all the earth *: 
other kings act under him, are accountable to 
him, and are ſet up or taken down by him, 
when and how he ſees fit. By him kings 
reign, and princes decree juſtice; by him 
princes rule and nobles, even all the judges of 
the earth. Gop is the judge, he puttetb 
down one, and ſetteth up another © : he removeth 
kings, and ſetteth up kings ® : he is the governor 
among -the nations; and being the moſt high, 
he ruleth in the kingdom of men, and grveth it 
to whomſoever he will*, And we are further 
informed, that the greateſt and wiſeſt princes 
muſt aſcribe the proſperity of their govern- 
ment, and the ſucceſs of their affairs to the 
favour of the almighty Gop, who grveth 
ſalvation unto kings s. If the kings of the 
| earth are engaged in war with one another, 
the ſucceſs of their arms depends not on the 
number, ſtrength, or courage of their forces, 
nor on the conduct of their generals; but it 


® Pf. xlvii. 2, 7. » Prov. viii. 15, 16, © PC. bexv. 7. 
4 Dan. ii. 20. © Pf. xxii. 28, f Dan. iv. 17. 
8 Pſ. cxliv. 10. | 
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is Gop, who giveth the victory on which 


fide he pleaſes : there is no king ſaved by the 
— of an hoſt *: the horſe is prepared 
againſt the day of battle; but ſafety (or 
victory) is of the Lox D; the battle is the 
Lokp's, faid David to Gokab ; and in a firm 
belief of it, the young ftripling adventured 
to engage that gigantick Ph:/;tine, not doubt- 
ing but Gop would deliver him into his 
hands ©, #37 @ 
Nor is this the language only of the in- 
ſpired writings ; but this was the ſenſe of the 
wiſer heathens, who believed the being of 
Gop. Homer ſays the fame thing, Gop will 
grve ſtrength, or victory, to whom he pleaſes *; 
And indeed this principle ſeems naturally to 
ariſe from Gop's being the creator of the 
world. For if ſucceſs, proſperity or victory 
is to be aſcribed to the ſtrength or wiſdom of 


kings and their people; this muſt be upon 


ſuppoſition ; either that tho God made the 
world, yet he never took the government of 
it into his own hands, but left his creatures 
to ſhift for themſelves; or elſe that he ſoon 
grew weary of the important and laborious 
charge, and fo conſigned it into other hands, 
or left things to take their own courſe, But 
the divine perfections render theſe ſuppoſi- 
tions monſtrouſly abſurd. For if there be a 

* PC. xxxiii. 16. Prov. xxi. 31. 1 Sam. xvil. 47, 


2 Chron. xx. 15. 


Oos de xped]og, w 2 Odyſſ. 2 
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Gop, who made the world; there can be no 
reaſon to ſuppoſe, but that he directs the af- 
fairs of the world: and how much ſoever 
ſecond cauſes may be concern'd in the falya- 
tion of any nations; yet they are ſtill to be 
conſider'd only as ſecond cauſes and mere in- 
ſtruments, imploy'd and uſed by Gop, who 
is the principal agent, the author and procurer 
of ſuch falvation. | 
In all national deliverances the bleſſed Gop 
to be acknowledged and adored, as 
the great author of them: and in order to 
ſecure this tribute of honour to himſelf, he 
ſees fit in the courſe of his providence ſome- 
times to work ſalvation for a people in ſuch a 
manner, as ſhall moſt evidently proclaim him 
to be great Deliverer ; and the footſteps of 
his providence may be traced in every cir- 
cumſtance. | | 
In the hiſtory of the Mueclites, how many 
inſtances of this nature occur, in which the 
hand of Gop moſt remarkably appear'd ! 
Their deliverance out of Egypt was ſo extra- 
ordinary, that nothing but almighty power 
could ever have effected it: and it is obſerv- 
able, how careful Mſoſes was to ſecure the 
glory of this ſalvation to Gop, in a moſt ele- 
gant ſong, which he compoſed on this grand 
occaſion * ; in which there are the moſt beau- 
tiful and maſterly ſtrokes ; and in an inimita- 


* Exod. xv. 
ble 
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ble variety of rhetorical expreſſions the total 
ruin of Pharaoh and his hoſt is defcribed, and 
the glory of 1/rae/'s miraculous deliverance 


given to the great Gop . But it would be 


endleſs to multiply in ſtances of ſuch ſalvations 
to the Jeuiſi nation: the account we have 
of that people in the ſacred writings, which 


I preſume you cannot be unacquainted with, 


will render a further recital of inſtances un- 


neceſſary. 


I might here produce hiſtorical facts of this 


nature out of the records of ſome other na- 
tions and people of the earth; who have been 
ſometimes deliver'd in fo ſurprizing a manner, 
when they were at the very brink of ruin, 
that the hand of Gop muſt needs be ſcen, 
and their falvation muſt be confeſs'd ttbe 
LoRD's dhing. 


But we need not ſearch the hiſtories of 


other nations; when our own will furniſh ſuch 
remarkable inſtances of falvation wrought out 
by the hand of Gop : deliverances, which 
taken in all their circumſtances may he 
thought almoſt unparallel'd ; and which 
could not be aſcribed to any other than the 
great Gop : and he has given us reaſon in- 
deed, notwithſtanding our national Sins and 
+ baſe ingratitude, to look upon ourſelves as that 
happy people, whoſe Gop is the Lox D. Oh 
that he may ſtill continue his good will to us, 


A See Nallin's Belles Lettres, Vol. 2. p. 397, & /egq- 
C 2 and 
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and give us further cauſe to rejoice in him, as 
the Gop of our ſalvation ! 

It will be fit here to refreſh your memo- 
ries with a particular account of the two 
grand falvations, for which this day is by di- 
vine providence made remarkable in the Br:- 

tiſh calendar; Gop has put a double mark of 
diſtinction upon the Vth of November. 

The fr/ deliverance of this day, is the diſ- 
covery of the GuneowDER-PLOT, in king 
James I's reign, A. D. 1605 ; one of the moſt 
horrid, and cruel contrivances that ever Hell 
produced ; 'twas the maſter-piece of the 10 
vil, and his agents, the creatures of Rome : 
defign artfully laid to throw the nation int 
confuſion ; and ſo to pave the way for intro- 
ducing the popiſn religion: which in all pro- 
bability muſt have been the dreadful conſe- 
quence. 

The accounts our beſt authors give hereof, 
are to this effect: By the diſcharge of thirty- 
fix barrels of gun- powder, ſecretly diſpoſed 
in cellars under the Houſe of Lords, the King, 
the Prince, all the nobility and the principal 
of the Engli ſᷣ gentry were to have been de- 
ſtroy d at one blow; when the King was de- 
livering his ſpeech from the throne to both \ 
houſes of Parliament. By this means the go- 
verning members of the ſociety, and moſt of 
the leading men in the nation being put out 


See Rapin, 2 and others. 
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of the way, the reſt would have fallen as an 
eaſy prey into the hands of the deyourer in 
that general confuſion ———The actors in this 
deſperate attempt were confirmed Papiſts ; and 
rhaps no other men under heaven could 
ve formed ſo cruel a deſign. Our hiſtori- 
ans indeed tell us, that the odium of it was 
intended to be faſten'd upon ou x fore-fathers 
the Puritans ; and thereby twas hoped that 
the differing parties of Proteſtants would be 
ſet againſt one another, to the weak ning the 
general intereſt, and giving their common 
enemy a greater advantage againſt them. Thus 
it is well known, when that monſter of a man 
the emperor Nero, had for his own pleaſure 
procured the ſetting fire to the city of Rome, 
(as was univerſally believed) the primitive 
chriſtians were loaded with the infamy of 
it. But ſuch actions are too black and 
foul for any to engage in, unleſs barbarous 
heathens or 6:gotted Papiſts. The very men- 
tion of them is enough to thock every mind, 
where there are any remainders of piety to 
Gor, or benevolence to mankind. We are 
aſſured, that F. Garnet and other popiſh prieſts 
were let into the ſecret, and approved the de- 
ſign : and this was fo far from being cenſured 
at Rome, that this ſame Garnet the Jeſuit, who 
was a very leading man in it, had the honour 
of having his picture placed among the reſt 


* Vid. Tacit. Annal. I. 15. c. 44. & Suet. in vit. Neron. 
g. 16. & 38. & notas celeber. Pitiſci ad loc. £ c 
O1 


3 
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of the popiſh ſaints in the Feſut's church in 
that city : and very probably if the plot had 


ſucceeded, it would have been pourtray'd in 
the Pope's palace, as the Maſſacre of Paris 


actually was. But, bleſſed be Gop the 
inhuman deſign was diſcloſed, before it took 
effect; this hidden work of - darkneſs was 
happily brought to light, juſt time enough to 
prevent the fatal blow. And according to all 
the accounts of our hiſtorians, the diſcovery 
was in ſuch a manner, as muſt oblige us to 
look higher than any ſecond cauſe, and to own 
the hand of Providence, Biſhop Carleton has 
ven us an emblematical repreſentation of the 
plot, prefix'd to an hiſtorical account of it, 
and has with great reaſon inſcrib'd this motto, 
digitus DE1 hic; i. e. the finger of God was 
here b; for certainly the hand of Gop ap- 
r'd moſt remarkably in this important e- 
vent. The legiſlative part of the nation at 
that time, were fully ſenſible of obligation to 
the great Gop for the diſcovery : they imme- 
diately paſs'd an act for a perpetual obſerva- 
tion of the Vth of November every year, as a 
day of public thankſgiving to almighty Gop. 
In the preamble to which act they expreſs 
themſelves, as fully convinced that this Hidden 
treaſon was miraculoufly diſcover d by the inter- 
poſition of almighty Gop. 


See Thuan, Hiſt. Temp. ſu, b A thankful 
remembrance of Gop's mercy, p. 248. 


The 
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The other remarkable bleſſing we are this 
day in a particular manner to commemorate, 
was the happy and ſeaſonable landing of King 
William III. of glorious and immortal memo- 
ry, A. D. 1688, which brought about the 
REVOLUTION; an event big with bleſſings 
to theſe nations; the happy effects of it we feel 
to this day. May they be perpetuated to fu- 
ture generations, till time itſelf ſhall be no 
more | Some of you remember, and our fa- 
thers have told us, in what imminent danger 
theſe kingdoms then were ; even upon the 
very brink of ruin. King James II. then on 
the throne, was a profeſſed and zealous papiſt; 
and under the influence of his popiſh coun- 
ſellors, had actually taken ſeveral ſteps in vio- 
lation of the laws, and to the prejudice of 
our liberties both religious and civil ; which 
in a little time would have been utterly de- 
ſtroy' d. It is well known, that this was the 
common ſenſe of all hearty proteſtants at that 
time ; notwithſtanding the different repre- 
ſentations, which have ſince been made by 
ſome, who bear that name ; but it may be 
have no other pretenſion to the character. It 


was the univerſal cry of the nation, that it 


was abſolutely neceſſary to ſeek out for a de- 


liuerer; for otherwiſe they could expect no- 


6 
* 
J 


thing leſs, than the eſtabliſhment of popery, 


which was now breaking in as a mighty tor- 


rent, and would ſoon overwhelm and deſtroy. 
The Prince of Orange was accordingly invited 
; | by 
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by great numbers of all ranks, as well amongſt 
the clergy as the laity, to commiſerate our di- 
ſtreſs, and to come to our deliverance : and 
as a very conſiderable hiſtorian argues, Here is 
fearce a man, that can poſſibly believe that the 
Prince of Orange at the head of thirteen or 
fourteen thouſand men, would have undertaken a 
deſcent upon England, had he not been aſſured of 
ER reception there by the greateſt part 
of the Engliſh *. Gop inclined the Princes 
heart to regard the nation's cries, and he un- 
dertook the kind defign ; heaven ſmiled upon 
it; and the glorious Prince under the conduct 
of divine providence was brought ſafe thro' 
the dangers of the fea, and to the univerſal 
Joy of all true Britons landed at Torbay this 
day fifty-one years ago. There were many 
circumſtances throughout the whole affair, 
which point out the hand of Gop fo illuftri- 
oully, that to his Wiſdom and Power we muſt 
aſcribe our deliverance. *T'was Gop, who 
rais'd us up this faviour; 'twas Gon who 
Arengthen d him for the arduous undertaking ; 
and the ſame Gop made his way proſperous. 
It was all the Lo R D's ding; and ſhould be 
marvellous in our eyes. 

Theſe are the two publick ſalvations, which 
this day reminds us of. There are many other 
remarkable deliverances of theſe nations, which 
diſcover the kind concern Gop has had for us, 


See Rain, v. 15. p. 117. 


and 
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and how much indebted we are to his pro- 
vidence for our ſafety and welfare. There is 
One, which I muſt juſt mention, becauſe it 
ſtands cloſely connected with the glorious Re- 
volution, and was indeed the offspring of it. 
Divine providence, which conducted the 
Prince of Orange to us, advanced him to the 
regal dignity, placed him on the throne, and 
maintain'd him there, in defiance of the reſt- 
leſs and frequent attempts of his enemies a- 
gainſt his life; till he had compaſs'd the ſet- 
tlement of ,the crown upon the illuſtrious 
houſe of Hanover. This is the thing, for 
which our enemies deteſt and curſe the me- 
mory of our glorious deliverer .; but this is 
what we ſhould think of with peculiar accents 
of joy; that He left us the invaluable lega- 

of a PROTESTANT ſucceſſion, 

This ſucceſſion with amazing ſurprize and 
pleaſure we ſaw take place in the perſon of 
the late King GeoRGE I. of bleſſed memory 
about five and twenty years ago ; at a time, 
when our enemies had attempted to ſet it a- 
ſide, and had gone a great way towards it. 
The nation was then, 1n the opinion of good 
men, reduced to very dangerous circumſtan- 
ces; and the way was paving apace for bring- 
ing in a popiſh pretender : but Gop appear'd 
for our falvation, and brought it about in ſuch 
a way, as plainly declared, it was his own right 
hand, which ſaved us. The death of Queen 


Anne at that critical juncture defeated the 
; D counſels 
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counſels of our enemies; broke the ſnare, which 
they had laid ; and made way for our eſcape, 
as a bird out of the ſnare of the fowlers. 

TI well remember what pious gratitude was 
expreſs'd to the great Gop at that time by 
thoſe, who had a true value for their religion 
and their country. They aſcribed our deli- 
verance to that Gop, who had often ſaved us, 
and gave the glory where it was due. They 
ſoon felt themſelves eas'd of their fears; and 
happy in a King, who was moſt heartily at- 
tached to the proteſtant intereſt. May the 
ſame pious ſentiments of obligation to the great 
Gop fill all our fouls! He has ſtill continued 
a Proteſtant government amongſt us, notwith- 
ſtanding the reſtleſs attempts of our ſworn 
enemies to overturn it ; even fince the prote- 
ſtant ſucceſſion firſt took place. May our 
King and his family be conftantly under the 
protection of Heaven | and the Britiſb nation 
flouriſh perpetually under the influence and 
government of princes deſcending from this 
royal houſe, to the very end of time 

I proceed to a third propoſition, vis. 


HI. In conſequence of what has been al- 
ready ſaid, it follows, that a nation or 


people ſo deliver'd ought to % Gop. 


Bleſſed be the Lok p, ſays David in the text, 
woho hath not given us as a prey to their teeth, 


v. 6. The term Bleſs has a different ſignifi- 
cation, 
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cation, as it is differently apply'd either to 
Gop or man. Gop is ſaid to bleſs us; both 
when he ſends good things unto us, and when 
he prevents or removes evil things from us : 
and fo neceflary is the divine bleſſing to our 
comfort and ſupport, that we cannot proſper, 
nor ſo much as ſubſiſt without it. But 
every one muſt ſee, that in this ſenſe we can- 
not bleſs Gop. Our goodneſs extendeth not to 
him : his happineſs is eſſential in himſelf, and 
entirely perfect; nor can it receive either ac- 
ceſſion or diminution from any created being. 
The glorious angels with their exalted ſervices 
cannot profit the Almighty, nor add the leaſt 
to his happineſs ; nor can the blaſphemies of 
hell detract from it. However in ſcripture 
language we are faid to b/e/s Gon, and called 
upon to do ſo, as a duty incumbent upon us: 
but this can mean nothing more, than a giving 
thanks to Gor, and fraiſing him : for bleſs, 
as ſpoken of men towards Gop, and proje 
are ſynonymous and convertible terms. 

The nature of this duty may be ſumm'd up 
in three things; all which are neceſſary parts 
of bleſſing Gop for dcliverances received: 
dix. 

(1.) We muſt have a grateful ſenſe of ob- 
ligation to our great deliverer abiding upon 
our hearts, The devout King of Jae! has 
given us both a noble example and excellent 
rules in reference to this duty. I will praiſe 


thee, ob LoRD, with my whole heart, I. will be 
D 2 glad 


28 National deliverances 


 &lad and rejoice in thee *. And again, bleſs the 
LorD, ob my ſoul, and all that is within me 
bleſs bis holy name>. This muſt be heart 
work ; the whole ſoul muſt be engaged in a 
thankful remembrance, a high eſteem, and 
an admiring conſideration of the mercy re- 
ceived, and a ſteady regard to Gop as the 
author of it. There muſt be a juſt ſenſe of 
our deliverances, and ſuitable affections of 
ſoul working towards the blefſed Gop on ac- 
count of them. There muſt be care taken 
to impreſs them upon the mind; we muſt 
retain them in our memories; frequently re- 
volve them in our thoughts; view them in all 
their circumſtances ; till we find our ſauls filled 
with a due value and a moſt affectionate 
reliſh of the mercies received. Nothing 
ſhould be omitted, that may heighten our 
eſteem of Gop's goodneſs, or excite our gra- 
titude. 

Nor is this more the duty, than the intereſt 
of mankind, either fangly or conjunttly con- 
ſidered. Every private chriſtian will find 
his account herein; he will never repent any 
pains he takes, to faſten upon his mind a 
thorough ſenſe of the falvations and mercies, 
which in the courſe of his life Gop has 
granted to him. Nor will the benefit be 
leſs to public ſocieties, if the generality of 
their members would attend to national de- 
liverances, and have their hearts poſſeſſed with 
| * Pfal. ix. 1, 2. bd Pl. ciii. 1, 


a 
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a juſt ſenſe of obligation to Gop on ſuch 


accounts. It is no doubt with this yiew, 
that thankſgivimg-days are appointed by autho- 
rity upon particular occaſions ; to keep alive 
in the minds of men a ſerious ſenſe of Gop's 
favour ; that they may not forget how much 
obliged their country has been to the care of 
heaven ; and what reaſon they have had to 
boaſt in the Lox D their Gop. And if this 
were univerſally the caſe amongſt us, what a 
happy nation ſhould we be! what a diligent 
care would be excited in all ranks of men, to 
ſecure Gop for our Gop, and by a ſuitable 
behaviour to engage his further favours to our 
country. It is very much owing to an inſen- 
fibleneſs of national deliverances, and of obli- 
gation to Gop on this account, that we run 
into ſo much confuſion and diſorder, ſo much 
vice and vanity, as we ſee in the preſent day. 
By murmuring and reſtleſs complaints, by 
unreaſonable heats and animoſities, together 
with all manner of luxury and exceſs, open 
profaneneſs and immorality, we are pro- 
voking Gop to depart from us, and to grant 
us no further mercies; or in the room of 
them to pour out the vials of his wrath, and 
cut us off from being a people. He can, 
when he pleaſes, do the one or the other. 
He always has it in his power, either to 
chaſtiſe, or deſtroy a wicked and ungrateful 
people, if he ſees fit. It is only his caſting 
off all concern about us, and our ruin is 

certain; 
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certain; for woe be to us, if Gor depart 
from us ! | 

But as we love and wiſh well to our coun- 
try, let us uſe all our intereſt with Gop not 
to forſake us. Who knows, but he may be 
prevail'd with to continue {till among us and 
bleſs us. Lord, we are thy people, ſave us; 
« we are called by thy name, forſake us not. 

(2.) It is further included in the term 
[bleſſing Gop] that we ſhould ſpeak forth the 
praiſes of our great deliverer, and be ready 
upon all occaſions to declare our grateful ac- 
knowledgments of his kind appearing in our 
favour. — muſt ay, © that the Lord 
* was on his fide.” We ſhould boaſt in Gop 
all the day long, and praiſe his name for ever *, 
The moſt obvious ſenſe of which expreſſions is, 
to extol, and celebrate, openly to proclaim, 
confeſs and acknowledge with our lips, what 
deliverances have been wrought out for us, 
and that it was God's kind hand, which 
ſaved us. This is a tribute owing to Gop ; 
and what all ſhould make conſcience of pay- 
ing. But perhaps there is ſcarce any duty 
more generally neglected. We are apt to 
look no further than ſecond cauſes: Gop is 
left out of the queſtion; and eſpecially in 
national deliverances, the inſtrument is only 
regarded; we don't conſider that it is God's 
right hand that gives the victory, and redeems 


* pfal. xliv. 8. 


us 
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us from the power of thoſe, who would 


ſwallow us up. 


Indeed the truth is, that generally ſpeaking, 
national deliverances make but vety faint 
and languid impreſſions upon us; ſo that both 


Gop and his inſtrument are in a little time 


neglected; the ſenſe of previous danger is 
worn away ; and the falvation itſelf is in a 
manner quite forgotten. 

But this ought not ſo to be, We ſhould 


remember the mercy ; we ſhould give Gop 


the glory of it; we ſhould take occaſion from 


every public ſalvation, to celebrate the 


fections of our heavenly benefactor, and — 


liſh to others how good and gracious a God we 
ſerve. Our Gop is the Gop of ſaluation. 

Such a practice as this, if it were general, 
would preſerve in the minds of men a due 
regard to the divine being ; and would be a 
happy means of deriving more bleſſings from 
his bountiful hands. A nation thus diſpoſed 
could not but proſper. 

(3.) It is further implied in Seng Gop, 
that our lives and outward behaviour ſhould 
be ſuch, as will expreſs the ſenſe we have of 
our obligations to our great deliverer. We 


muſt live, as well as eat, the praiſes of 


Gop. 


Ihe moſt conſiderable branch of gratitude 


1s, to make requitals for favours receiv'd. In 
the caſe now under conſideration, this is ab- 
ſolutely impoſſible ; we are not capable of 


requiting 
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requiting the bleſſed Gop ; our goodneſs er- 
tendeth not to him. But the holy Pſalmiſt in- 
forms us, that it is in our power however to 
make ſome returns, when he ſays, what 
ſhall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits 
towards me? This ſhould be the ſerious en- 
quiry of all men: and indeed none can be 
faid to bleſs Gop, as they ought, who do not 
endeavour to make the beſt returns of duty 
and gratitude to him, that poſſibly they can. 
Every private mercy, either perſonal or 
family, ſhould engage us to love Gop more, 
and ſerve him better, than ever. It is a freſh 
engagement upon us, to do his will, to aim 
at his glory, and to approve our ſelves to him 
in all well-doing. And in vain do we pre- 
; tend to bleſs Gop, either with our hearts, or 
with our ps; if our thankfulneſs be not 
likewiſe manifeſted by a well order'd /fe, and 
a holy converſation, 

The like may be faid with reference to 
public ſocieties and communities of Men, 
National mercies and deliverances ſhould in- 
ſpire men with better diſpoſitions towards 
Gon, their glorious benefactor ; ſhould make 
them more ſtudious to pleaſe, and more fear- 
ful to offend him; more diligent to do his 
will, and more watchful to avoid whatever 
may contradict it. Such a conduct is but 
ſuitable and congruous to their obligations: 
and where this takes place, then it may be 


Hal. cxvi. 12. 


faid 
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faid, that ſuch a nation does truly bleſs Gop, 
And every ſuch people (oh that it were our 


caſe!) may depend upon it, that Gop will 


not be weary of doing them good ; he has 
more mercy in ſtore for them ; and he will 
ſtill upon freſh emergencies ſhow them his 
ſalvation. 

May Gop pour out ſuch a ſpirit on all 
ranks of people amongſt us; that under a 
ſenſe of obligation to him for paſt deliver- 
ances and preſent mercies, we may univer- 
fally return unto him, from whom we have 
too generally revolted! May a national re- 
formation be the evident teſtimony of our 
gratitude to Gop for national bleflings! And 
this the only contention among us, who ſhall 
walk moſt worthy of Gop, or make the beſt 
returns for all his benefits! Happy for theſe 
poor divided kingdoms, if all animoſities and 
angry diſputes were ſwallowed up in ſuch a 
laudable emulation. 


IV. Every deliverance ſhould be improved, 
as an argument for future truſt in Gon. 
In all after-dangers, ſuch people ſhould 
conſider their help, as lying in the 
name of the LoRD ; and ſhould be en- 
couraged and ſupported hereby, 


The Pſalmiſt teaches Mael to ſing, Our help 
is in the name of the LoRD, ulo made heaven 
E and 
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and earth, And this is the right concluſion, 
which ſhould be drawn from the experience 
any have of the kind interpoſitions of divine 
-providence in their favour. Every freſh ſal- 
vation ſhould increaſe and invigorate our truſt 
in Gop; and make us more firmly rely on 
him as our helþ and ſupport. The mercy is 
in a great meaſure loſt, if it does not produce 
this effect. | 
Gop expects this; for therefore does he 
work ſalvation for his people, that they may 
with greater confidence ſtay themſelves upon 
him ; and in every after-emergency with 
readineſgapply to him, as their ſure help, and 
their never-failing friend. Nor can any 
thing be more reaſonably expected: for when 
J reflect upon the mercies and deliverances I 
have received from Gop, is there not reaſon 
I ſhould truſt in him, and depend upon his 
help in time to come? Every mercy is a 
freſh inſtance both of Gop's power and of 
his goodneſs. And we need only conſider 
Gop as both willing and able to help us; 
and the foul will of courſe repoſe a truſt in 
him. Experience breeds confidence. Holy 
David thus improved former deliverances to 
higher degrees of truſt in Gop: and fo did 
the bleſſed apoſtle Paul: the paſſages are 
both worthy your regard. 
David's courage riſes from the aſſured hope 
of God's help; and this hope is built upon 
his 
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his former experience, With what heroic 
courage does he prepare to combat the huge 
Philiftine ! and with what force of reaſon- 
ing does he ſupport that courage]! Hear how 
he addreſſes Saul, when he offer'd himſelf to 
that hazardous enterprize. Thy ſervant flew 
both a hon and a bear ; and this uncircumciſed 
Philiſtine all be as one of them. ] am not 
ce afraid to engage this monſtrous man; I 
© make no doubt of ſucceſs.” But why fo 
confident ? he lets us know that his help was 
in the name of the Lord; for thus he fays, 
The Lok D that deliver'd me out of the paw 4 
the hon, and out of the paw of the bear, 
will deliver me out of the hand of this Philiſtine *, 
« I truſt in the ſame Gop, whoſe help I 
ce have formerly proved: he is a tried friend: 
© he is as able to help now as before; and 
* therefore I can't ſo much as doubt of the 
« ſame ſucceſs.” | 

The other inſtance I mention'd is the 
apoſtle Paul; who repreſents this matter in a 
very ſtrong light; and ſhows how his truſt 
in Gop became more vigorous by the con- 
ſideration of his paſt experience of the divine 
mercy : ſpeaking of his great danger in Aſa, he 
ſays, we were preſſed out of meaſure above ſtrength, 
inſomuch that we deſpaired even of life ; but 
we had the ſentence of death in ourſelves, thas 


2 1 Sam. xvii. 36, 37. 
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we ſhould not truſt in ourſekves, but in Gop 
aohich raiſeth the dead: who deliver d us from 
great a death, and doth deliver, in whom we 
truſt that he will yet deliver use: the plain 
meaning of which is, 9. d. the deliverance 
C Gop has now wrought for me, is ſo great, 
* ſo ſurprizing, ſo much beyond all expecta- 
* tion, and the appearance of things; that 
ce let whatever evils befal me for the future, 
. J will ſtill truſt in Gop; I will not throw 
* away my hope and confidence; but under 
« the moſt preſſing troubles I will comfort 
« my ſelf with this thought, that wy help is 
* 7n the name of the Lord.” | 
In the ſame way ſhould /oczetzes and public 
communities of men improve national deli- 
verances ; to place their truſt in Gop, and 
conſider him as their only refuge and ſure 
help in all future calamities. And good men, 
the people of Gop, will ſupport themſelves 
with this thought in the moſt dangerous con- 
dition of their country, that may happen in 
any after-time, - 

The Pſalmiſt has here annexed a character 
of Gop, which is of great weight in the pre- 
fent caſe. Our help, fays Iſrael, is in the name 
of the LoR D. Well may it be fo, becauſe we 
have often found him both able and willing 
* to help us; Beſides, where elſe can we fo 


2 Cor. i. 8. & ſeq. 
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te fitly place our confidence, as in that glori- 
« ous Gop,” who made heaven and earth? He 
is the great creator of all worlds, a being of 
almighty power and of every poſſible perfec- 
tion; and conſequently the moſt proper ob- 
ject of our truſt ; from whom we may ex- 
pect help in time of need; and in whom we 
may repoſe a ſteady confidence of ſoul at all 
times. What greater comfort can good men 
have either in perſonal, or national calamities, 
than this ; that the Gop in whom their help 
lies, is he, who made heaven and earth; and 
- conſequently he muſt be able to work falva- 
tion, and deliver from the moſt hazardous cir- 
cumſtances, either public or private, that they 
can ever be expoſed or reduced to. 
A few things, by way of Application ſhall 
cloſe this diſcourſe, 


1. How much does it concern us to be up- 
on good terms with Gop; and how ſol- 


licitous ſhould we be to ſecure an inte- 
reſt in him, as eur Gop ! 


Our private happinefs entirely depends upon 
Gop ; all our perſonal or family mercies are 
derived from him. Whatever preſervations 
we may have from dangers, 'tis Gop who is 
the author of them ; we ſhould therefore be 
very deſirous to ſecure his favour ; that we 
may be able with the Pſalmiſt to ſay, bis Gop 
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zs our Gop for ever and ever. In like man- 
ner as we are members of a national commu- 
nity, and ſhare in the mercies or troubles 
thereof ; it ſhould be the concern of us all to 
engage Gop's favour to our country, that fo 


we may have cauſe to glory in being that hap. 


fy people whoſe Gop is the Lord b. 


2, Let us often review public falvations, 


and give Gon the glory of them. 
It will be of great advantage frequently to 


recollect, what we have either ſeen or heard 
of the goodneſs of divine providence to our 
nation in times paſt. We have heard with our 
ears, our fathers have told us, what great things 
Gop did far theſe lands in their days. How 
wonderfully he often wrought ſalvation for 
them : ſnatched them as it were out of the 
teeth of the devourer ; and ſaved them from 


iminent deftruCtion.----We have alſo, many 


of us, feen with our own eyes the nation ſaved, 
when on the brink of ruin ; and cannot for- 


get what hazardous circumſtances we were ] 


then in. “Let us often call to mind theſe 
things; and do what we can to keep alive in 
our own ſouls, and in the fouls of others, with 
whom we converſe, a conſtant affecting ſenſe 


of our obligations to Gop, and our neceſſary 


* Bf, xlvii. 14. Pf. cxliv. 15. 
depen- 
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dependance upon him, for all public as well as 
private and perſonal bleſſings. 


3. Amidſt all the confuſions and diſorders 
of the times or places wherein we live, 
let us ſtill truſt in Gop ; and be ſuppor- 
ted by this thought, that our help is in 
the name of the Lord. 


Our own nation, as well as others (I may 

fay, more than moſt others) has had its reyo- 
lutions of dangers and deliverances. By theſe 
Gop has taught us two things; namely, fit, 
that the public ſafety has never been ſo well 

rovided for, but that he could ſoon unſettle 
it; and then on the other hand, that the nation 
has never been reduced to ſo low and deſperate 
a condition, but that he could as ſoon retrieve 
and fave it. We have many a time been 
brought low, but Gop has amazingly delive- 
red us ; let us then, as a nation, truſt in Gop, 
and rejoice that our help is in him. He has de- 
liver d, in him we truſt that he will yet deliver : 
and if Gop be for us, we need not fear, what 
all our enemies can do againſt us. 

I would willingly hope that we may ſtill 
encourage our ſelves in the Lord our Gop ; 
that he will not give us as a prey to the teeth 
of thoſe, who would gladly devour and ſwal- 
low us up; that he will ſtill concern himſelf 
for the nation's welfare, and command falva- 
tion for us ! But 
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But is there not reaſon to fear the contrary ? 
Can we imagine, that Gop will always ap- 
pear for ſuch a wicked, reſtleſs and ungrateful 
a people? Will not our daring provocations 
ſtir up his wrath, and make him determine to 
fave us no more ? Our national fins may juſt- 
ly cauſe Gop to hide his face from us, and 
give us up. Scarce any nation under heaven 
was ever more frequently and more remarka- 
bly preſerved and favoured by divine provi- 
dence | and perhaps no nation ever more un- 
* both to Gop and man. Truly if we 
eriouſly conſider theſe things, there is too 
much reaſon to fear that Gop may ceaſe to be 

cious to us. And in this view of things, it 
mult be allow'd, that we have very little cauſe 
to expect that Gop will be our _ 

However we know, that the Gop of uel 
is a merciful Gop ; and we will therefore 
in his mercy. Who knows, but he will yet 
appear for our joy, and to the confuſion of our 
enemies! Let us truſt in the Logp for ever 
and ever. 

And that ſuch a truſt in Gop may be more 
regular, and be attended with deſired effects: 
let me point out a few things, which, could 
my voice reach the whole nation, I would 

laim in the ears of all, as the certain duty 
of every individual member of our ſociety. 

I. Sincerely lament all national fins, and do 


whatever you can towards promoting a refor- 
mation. 
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mation, Oh mourn for the abominations, that 
are done in the land ! do what you can to put 
a ſtop to them ; and where you are not able 
to ſucceed, at leaſt lament and weep over them. 
This is a way of ſhewing yourſelves true friends 
to your country. Magiſtrates, Miniſters, and 
all private Chriſtians ſhould exert themſelves, 
according to their ſeveral ſtations and capaci- 
ties, in ſo laudable a defign : and this at leaſt 
we ſhould aim at, to become better ourſelves. 
If this was the endeavour of every particular 
perſon, what a happy land ſhould we be ! and 
what good grounds ſhould we have to build 
a confident Truſt in Gop upon! If we are a 
nation, or city of righteouſneſs, a faithful city, 
as the prophet ſpeaks *, we may hope to be a 
flouriſhing and happy people. We cannot 
better promote the welfare of our country, 
than by endeavouring to promote piety and 
virtue in ourſelves and others; this is the moſt 
effectual way to ſecure national proſperity. The 
Wiſeman's remark is grounded upon ſufficient 
foundation; Righteouſneſs exalteth a nation; but 
fin is à reproach, and ruin, 79 any people b. 

2. Let every one contribute all he can 
to the nation's peace. The many animoſities 
and unnatural diviſions amongſt us, occaſion 
great thoughts of heart. Every one therefore, 
who wiſhes well to his country, ſhould en- 


2 18h. l. 26. d Prov. xiv. 34. 
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deavour to heal breaches. And no good Chriſ- 
tian ſure will allow himſelf, to join in with 
popular clamours and complaints to increaſe 
the uneaſineſs of the nation. It has been the 


glory of ou x forefathers,and is always the cha- 


rafter of good men, that they are the quiet in 
the land ©. Chriſtianity I am fare is calculated 
for the peace of kingdoms, as well as for the 
advantage of particular perſons : and if the 
rules of it were obſerved by profeſſing Chriſ- 
tians, the general tranquillity would be more 
ſecure. For by attending to theſe there would 


be a decency of conduct preſerved among the 


different ranks of people; and men would not 
allow themſelves the liberty of treating ſupe- 
riors with contempt and reproach; and of 
repreſenting all things in the very worſt light, 
in order to inflame the ſpirits of people, and 

e feuds and diviſions. Honour the 
« king : ſubmit yourſelves to the king, and to 
te governors as ſent by him. Let every ſoul be 
&« ſubyett to the higher powers, &c“. Theſe are 


ht ©. 


goſpel rules, which every Chriſtian is obliged 


to obſerve; and as far as he neglects or acts 
contrary to them, ſo far is his chriſtian cha- 
rafter weakened. I could with that all, who 
pretend a regard for Gop and religion, would 
conſider the force of that awful paſſage. © The 
« Lird knoweth how to deliver the godly out 


* Pal. xxxv. 20. 
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&« of temptation ; and to reſerve the unjuſt unto 
« the of judgment to be puniſted; but 
* chiefly them that walk after the fleſh in the 
te luſt of uncleameſi, and 2 government: 
* preſumptuous are they elf-willed, they 
are not afraid TO SPEAK EVIL OF DIGNI- 
TIEs*. Chriſtian principles would make men 
afraid of ſuch indecent behaviour; which is 
the effect of raſhneſs, obſtinacy, conceit, and 
ſelf-will. 

3. Let us not traſt in an arm of fleſh; nor 
place too much confidence in any national ad- 
vantages, which we may have. We mult nor 
glory in wi/dom, nor might, nor riches: none of 
theſe can be effectual of themſelves, unleſs 
Gopundertake the ſafety and proſperity of our 
country. In him alone cu help is, i. e. with- 
out his bleſſing and protection we cannot poſ- 
ſibly be ſafe and happy. The divine favour is 
the ſureſt foundation for our public proſperity; ; 
here the true ſtrength of any nation lies; no- 
thing can harm us, if almighty power and in- 
finite wiſdom will be our ſecurity and de- 
fence. 

4. Let us therefore be earneſt and inceſſant 
in our prayers to Gop, that he will yet con- 
tinue to be favourable to our land ; and in 
every time of danger work ſalvation for us. 


2 Pet. ii. . See Jude ver. 8. 
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This is a very proper way of expreſſing our 
love to our country; and let me add, in this 
way all good men are capable of contributing 
to the public proſperity; even ſuch, whoſe 
low condition in life diſables them almoſt from 
doing any thing elſe towards it. - 

Tho' wickedneſs does abound in the land ; 
and infidelity and vice ſpread exceedingly ; 
yet 'tis to be hoped, that there are many good 
Chriſtians among us, who have intereſt with 
Gop ; many who, like Moſes, are ſtanding in 
the gap ; daily wreſtling with Gop in prayer, 
for his favour and bleſſing to theſe nations, 
Oh that ſuch prayers may abound every- 
where, and aſcend from all our churches, 
houſes and cloſets | Cry aloud to Gop, in- 
tercede for your country ; plead earneſtly 
with him for national bleſſings; you may by 
this means have the honour, in ſome ſenſe, 
of being the deliverers of your country, A 
good man, a praying chriſtian is a public 
bleſſing; as the chariots of Iſrael and the horſe- 
men thereof : men of this character vaſtly con- 
tribute to the ſecurity and welfare of the 
places where they live; and Gop often ſaves 
a nation, at the intreaty and for the ſake of 
the few righteous, who are in it. 

Would to Gop, a ſpirit of prayer might 
be more univerſally excited at this juncture ! 
We have enemies at home and abroad, who 
are meditating our ruin, and are diſturbers of 

; the 
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the public peace. Our moſt gracious Sovg- 
REIGN, with the advice of his privy council, 
has been obliged to declare war againſt a neigh- 
bouring nation. A war, which all the world 
muſt agree to call jus on our part; ſince the 
inſults offered to the king and his ſubjects had 
been born ſo long, that they could be born no 
longer. Upon this ſcore, we may more 
reaſonably hope for the countenance of hea- 
yen! Gop has delivered us many a time from 
the deſigns of enemies; let us again ſeek to 
him for his kind appearance in our favour, 
He has the hearts of all men in his hands ; 
he can bring order out of confuſion ; and 
knows how to reſtrain the wrath, and blaſt 
the counſels of the moſt malicious and vio- 
lent, Let us then apply to him, with earneſt- 
neſs and importunity: and if-you'll allow me 
to ſuggeſt a form of prayer, your good wiſhes 
for our KING and country may be properly ex- 
prefſed in ſome ſuch language as this: LORD 
te thou haſt been favourable to our land; many 
e ſalvations haſt thou heretofore wrought out 
“for us, when in imminent danger. Oh 
ebe not weary of doing us good; but may 
« we again be a people ſaved by the Logo ! 
« diſappoint the deſigns of all our enemies, 
* ſecret or open. Bleſs the King, prolong his 
* life, proſper his government: let the mouths 
of thoſe, who ſpeak lies be ſtopt ; and the 
** crown long flouriſh upon his head, while 

his 


— 
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& his enemies are clothed with ſhame ; and 
c thro' the mercy of the moſt high let him 
* not be moved. Bleſs the royal family in al! 
te its branches; and may the houſe of our 
„ king be eſtabliſhed before Gop for ever. 
| « Counſel our counſellors, and give our ſena- 
ce tors wifdam. Reform our vices; heal our 
« diviſions ; pardon our national ſins, that 
tc they may not be our ruin. Secure the 
« peace, proſper the trade, preſerve the li- 
ce bertics religious and civil of theſe king- 
« doms, and grant us every public and national 
& blefligg Atiſe, oh Lord, let thine and 
* our enemies be ſcatter'd ; let Gop himſelf 
« tread them down ! Our help is in the 
* name of the Lo RD, who made heaven and 
« earth ; make bare che ama and. came aad 
0 ſave us; let neighbouring nations ſee that 
5 greater is he that is with us, than thoſe 
«* thatare againſt us: with them is an arm of 
e fleſh, but with us is the Lord our Gop, to 
« help us and to fight our battles. Let all the 
3 — 5 be forced to acknowledge, and we 
« have always cauſe to glory, that we are in 
« 2 very peculiar manner THAT happy 
« people, whoſe 'Gop is the Lox D.“ 
In petitions of this nature let every true 
Chriſtian plead with Gop for his country's 
welfare ; and I truſt God will hear, and gve 


an anſwer of peace. Amen. 
2 A 68 
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